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The impetus for the images in this exhibit occurred in 2014 when painter Bill Shumway and 

photographer Don Ferguson decided to honor their long-time friendship by collaborating on an art 

project focusing on crow imagery. They set no time line or any rules of engagement. For about a year 

they went crow fishing. Don went to Israel and found the same hooded crows that Bill found on a trip to 

Italy. They painted and photographed corvids around the Northwest, separately and together. They 

even went to Crow. Oregon and spent most of the visit in the Crow cemetery but found none buried 

there.  

Bill and Don began handing off their imagery to each other, hoping to evoke a call and response process. 

That created a conversation that has continued to present and led to several collaborative images on 

the same panels. As their project evolved, more artists have shown an interest in engaging with the 

subject and the many forms of the collaborative process.  

The first public event for the project was a presentation at the Academy for Life Long Learning in 

February, 2016, in which they shared the podium with a crow behaviorist from Chintimini Wildlife 

Refuge. The second event was the first Plethora of Crows exhibit at Pegasus Gallery on 2
nd

 street in 

Corvallis in March, 2016.  

A much-expanded Plethora of Crows II went on display at the Center for the Humanities on Jefferson 

and eighth in Corvallis, in October, 2016. Other artists, Raymond Hunter, Brizz Meddings, Rachel Urista, 

Paige Shumway, Edith Wolfe and Kevin Clark, were drawn into that exhibit.  

Plethora of Crows III includes some of the works from the previous shows and new pieces from those 

artists. It also features works from several new inductees to the project. Included are Leslie Green and  

her Evergreen Artists Group members; some of the Critique Group members that Bill has worked with 

for three decades, including Mark Allison, Carol Chapel, Judith Sander and others;  works from Bill’s 

Abstract Critique Group members, including Pam Serra-Wenz, Sue Noel and AliceAnn Eberman, who is 

also a member of the Call & Respond artists group who will also contribute some images. One of the 

the more enthusiastic collaborators is Joan Linse, who has already created lots of crow images ln her 

own body of work.  

Crows themselves are a cacophonous, collaborative bunch and this exhibit will certainly reflect that 

energy with lots of surprises, including guest artists and plenty of chatter between artworks.      


